
 

                                                                                                                                        

 

Presentation Senior School 

Whole School Plan - Geography 
Introductory Statement 

This plan was drafted by the principal and staff of Presentation Senior School following a review of 

the current Geography plan during the third term of the 2015/2016 school year. 

 

Rationale 

We recognise that Geography is an integral part of the Social, Environmental and Scientific 

Education (SESE) of our pupils.  In our school, SESE provides opportunities for the child to explore 

investigate and develop an understanding of the natural, human, social and cultural environment in 

which he/she lives.  

 

The distinct role Geography plays in SESE is one of helping the child understand and appreciate the 

physical and human features of their immediate and wider environments.  

Vision 

The Geography curriculum in our school will help the children to make sense of the natural and 

human environments in which they live and in the wider world. We believe Geography is pivotal to 

each child’s rounded environmental education. We hope that the Geography curriculum will prepare 

pupils to contribute and play a role in their communities by encouraging them to appreciate the 

interdependence of people. Geography promotes an understanding of and respect for different 

cultures and ways of life. The Geography curriculum fosters children’s responsibility for the 

environment. 

 

We are currently participating in An Taisce’s Green-School programme. Biodiversity is the focus of 

our work for the two school years from September 2014 to June 2016. It is hoped that this work will 

foster a deep appreciation of all living things in our environment. 

 

Aims 

We endorse the aims of the SESE Geography curriculum as outlined on page 14 of the NCCA’s 

curriculum statement: 

 To develop knowledge and understanding of local, regional and wider environments and their 

interrelationships 

 To encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and human 

conditions on the Earth 

 To develop empathy with people from diverse environments and an understanding of human 

interdependence 

 To develop the ability to use a range of communicative methods, especially those concerned 

with the development of graphicacy (mapping and other non-verbal, non-numerical forms of 

data presentation) 

 To encourage the development of a sense of place and spatial awareness 

 To encourage the development of caring attitudes and responsible behaviour towards the 

environment, and involvement in the identification, discussion, resolution and avoidance of 

environmental problems 

 To develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts 

 

The following short term aims: 

 There will be a very strong focus on the development of oral language in teachers’ geography 

lessons. 

 We will continue our work under theme of bio-diversity to increase awareness amongst the 

school population of the importance of preserving and enhancing our local area.  
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Curriculum Planning  

Details of the strands and strand units taught in all classes are outlined in appendix 1. 

 

Infants & First/Second Classes 

We are aware that the content of the Geography Curriculum at this level is: 

 

Human Environments Natural Environments Environmental Awareness 

and Care 

 Living  in the local 

community; 

 

 People and places in 

other areas  

 

 

 The local natural 

environments 

 Weather 

 Planet Earth in Space 

 Caring for my locality 

 

 

Third and Fourth classes 

 

We are aware that the curriculum for the third and fourth classes is as follows: 

  

Human Environments Natural Environments Environmental Awareness 

and Care 

 People living and 

working in the local 

area 

 People living and 

working in a 

contrasting part of 

Ireland 

Explore these 2 strand units 

through a selection of sub-

units: 

-People and communities 

-Natural Environmental 

features and people 

-Settlement: homes and other  

buildings 

-People at Work 

-Transport and  

communication 

 

 People and other lands 

Choose an environment in 

another European country & 

an environment in a non–

European country. 

 

 County, regional and 

national centres. 

 

 The local natural 

environment 

 Land, rivers and seas of 

my county 

 Rocks and soils 

 Weather, climate and 

atmosphere 

 Planet earth in space 

 Environmental 

awareness 

 Caring for the 

environment 

 



 

 3 

We recognise that through the curriculum strand Human Environments children in third and fourth 

classes study: 

 People living and working in their local area 

 People living and working in a contrasting part of Ireland 

 A European country 

 A non-European environment 

When choosing countries to study under the strand “Human Environments” we will consider: 

 Children from other countries who have come to our school who might welcome a focus being 

placed on their country of origin.  

 Places of interest to teachers 

 Topics in the history curriculum with possibilities for integration. 

 

-The local environment remains a rich resource at this level. 

-Starting with children’s own ideas will remain important. 

-We will endeavour to reach a balance between knowledge and skills. 

 

 

Fifth and Sixth classes 

 

We are aware that the content of the Geography Curriculum at this level is as follows: 

 

Human Environments Natural Environments Environmental Awareness 

and Care 

 People living and 

working in the local area 

 People living and 

working in a contrasting 

part of Ireland 

Explore these 2 strand units 

through a selection of sub-units: 

-People and communities 

-Natural Environmental 

features and people 

-Settlement: homes and other 

buildings 

-People at Work 

-Transport and  

communication 

 

 People and other lands 

Choose an environment in 

another European country and 

an environment in a non – 

European country. 

 County, regional and 

national centres. 

 Trade and development 

issues. 

 

 The local natural 

environment 

 Land, rivers and seas 

of Ireland 

 Rocks and soils 

 Weather, climate and 

atmosphere 

 Planet earth in space 

 Physical features of 

Europe and the 

world. 

 

 Environmental 

awareness 

 Caring for the 

environment 
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-Ever increasing wider global environments are introduced at this level while the local environment 

remains a vital resource. 

 

-We recognise that in Fifth class and in Sixth class in the Strand: Human Environments children study: 

 People living and working in their local area 

 People living and working in a contrasting part of Ireland 

 A European country 

 A non-European environment 

 

-When choosing countries to study under the strand “Human Environments” we will consider: 

 Children from other countries who have come to our school who might welcome a focus being 

placed on their country of origin. If this is acceptable to them, we could use this opportunity 

to make them especially welcome to our school. 

 Places of interest to teachers 

 Topics in the history curriculum with possibilities for integration 

 

-Children’s own ideas remain the starting point. 

-We will continue to endeavour to reach a balance between knowledge and skills at this level. 

Skills Development 

We are aware that the development of geographical skills is of equal importance to strand content in 

this curriculum. Class teachers will ensure that, throughout their teaching, there is a balance between 

skills development and the acquisition of knowledge.  

 

Strategies for the development of these skills will involve the children being actively involved in 

fieldwork, outdoor investigations as suggested in Teacher Guidelines starting on page 68. Details of 

important considerations for teachers planning field work are contained in appendix 2. 

 

The skills of the Geography Curriculum include: 

A sense of place and space 

 A sense of place 

 A sense of space 

 

Maps, globes and graphical skills 

 Picturing places 

 Using pictures, maps, models and globes 

 

Geographical investigation skills 

 Questioning 

 Observing 

 Predicting 

 Investigating and experimenting 

 Estimating and measuring 

 Analysing 

 Recording and communicating 

 Evaluating 

 

Strategies used for developing the skills specified in the Geography Curriculum include: 

 Use of the Globe across the school 

 Use of maps of the local area 

 Use of Google Earth and Google Maps throughout the school 

 Use of formal maps 

 Use of OS maps 
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 Use of symbols, grid references, longitude and latitude and time zones 

 Mapping of travel 

 Drawing of basic plans and use of scale in the senior classes 

 

By following the content of this curriculum and by developing the geographical skills, the children 

in our school are given opportunities to work as geographers at every class level. 

Children’s ideas 

Teachers use the children’s ideas of place and space as a starting point for all Geography lessons. 

We find out what the children already know by: 

 Talk and discussion 

 Questioning and problem solving 

 Listening 

 Brainstorming 

 KWL charts 

 Concept maps 

 Annotated drawings 

 Teacher designed tasks and tests 

Approaches and Methodologies 

We plan to use the  key methodologies of the Primary Curriculum in the teaching of Geography 

lessons: 

 Active learning 

 Problem solving 

 Developing skills through content 

 Talk and discussion 

 Co-operative learning 

 Use of the environment 

 

The following methodologies specific to the Geography Curriculum will be used by all teachers to 

actively involve children in Geography lessons: 

 Photographs  

 Story  

 ICT  

 Fieldwork  

 Maps, Globes and Atlases  

 Models and Simulations  

 Interview 

 Survey  

 Artefacts 

 

Teachers follow the recommended sequence for Geography lessons:  local, regional, national, 

European and global and reflect it back to our own location. We believe the children’s awareness of 

their local area is of paramount importance. Their understanding of the wider world is also 

extremely important. 

 

Mapping skills and mapping concepts are developed using the following techniques e.g.: 

 The use of mapping stories in the ASD class 

 Drawing of plans and use of aerial photos throughout the school 

 Use of Google Earth and Google Maps in the senior classes   

 Globes and atlases are used in each class throughout the school. 

 We have maps of the immediate environment, Ireland, Europe and the World.   
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Teachers collaborate when choosing maps and atlases. Fieldwork is incorporated into our 

Geography programme through the investigation of our local natural environment and the town of 

Mullingar. We bring the children on field trips to local features of interest. Refer to guidelines for 

field work contained in appendix 2.  

Linkage and Integration  

We acknowledge that the curriculum recommends cross curricular linkage and integration.  

Teachers are advised to plan for integration and linkage when devising their long-term and short-

term plans.  

 

Linkage:  

When we are studying the local environment, we will study both the natural and human 

environments and the effect one has on the other. When we are studying distant places under the 

Human Environment strand, we also consider the natural environments of these places.   

The strand Environmental Awareness and Care is by its nature, linked strongly with the other two 

strands. 

 

Integration of History and Geography: 

When choosing a European  and a non-European country in the Human Environments Strand, we 

shall consider our choices in History under the “Life, society, work and culture in the Past” strand 

(for example: If we choose Germany in Geography, we could choose to focus on WW2 in History; 

Italy – Renaissance under Eras of conflict and Change in History; Britain – Industrial Revolution). 

 

Integration of Science and Geography: 

We are aware of the similarities between the skills developed through the Geography Curriculum 

and the skills developed through the Science Curriculum. We are also aware that the strand 

Environmental Awareness and Care is common to both curricula.  

 

Other examples of subject integration include: 

Geography and Maths – use of survey, graphs, co-ordinates, grid referencing, angles and data. 

Geography and English – through storytelling and the development of Oral Language 

Geography and SPHE – lessons relating to local and wider communities and citizenship 

Assessment and Record Keeping   

Refer to the school’s Assessment Policy available in the school plan 

staffsnr.presentationmullingar.ie. 

Assessment in Geography seeks to achieve a balanced picture of the children’s progress in relation 

to the skills, concepts and content of the curriculum. The following methods of assessment will be 

employed to measure children’s learning: 

 Teacher observation of the children’s learning as the Geography Curriculum is taught 

 Teacher designed tasks and tests at the beginning and end of units of work 

 Work samples retained by children in their assessment portfolios 

 Classroom displays of project work 

 Projects produced in digital form 

 Feedback from pupils 

Information gained from assessment will inform future teaching and learning. This information will 

form part of teacher’s classroom and school planning. Teachers share this information with 

parents/guardians at parent-teacher meetings and when the opportunity presents itself.  

 

A record of the content objectives taught in each class will be accurately recorded in teachers’ 

Cuntais Mhíosúla. 

Children with Different Needs 

Refer to the school’s Special Educational Needs Policy available in the school plan. 

http://staffsnr.presentationmullingar.ie/
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All teachers are familiar with the NCCA guidelines for Teachers of Students with General Learning 

Disabilities and the guidelines for Exceptionally Able Students. Copies of these documents may be 

downloaded from the School Plan. These documents inform our Special Education Policy. 

 

It is important that all children experience a rounded environmental education. Geography plays a 

pivotal role in this education and so we will endeavour to ensure that every child will have 

opportunities to engage in learning activities appropriate to their abilities. In this regard: 

 Teachers will use a mixture of whole-class teaching and group work. Group work will be 

used to set tasks of varying complexity to accommodate learners with different aptitudes and 

abilities; 

 Teachers will develop their questioning techniques spanning from simple recall to more 

complex and analytical skills so that all pupils have opportunities for success; 

 Map work will be graded for the less able and the more able students; 

 Different ways of recording and communicating findings will be encouraged e.g. annotated 

drawings, ICT, written records, oral reports and models; 

 All children will benefit from active involvement in the environment so all will be 

encouraged to participate in fieldwork; 

 Exceptionally able children will be encouraged to undertake additional research and engage 

in independent learning activities. 

 Children who were born abroad or who have lived in other countries will be invited to share 

their experiences with the other pupils. 

 Children will be provided with opportunities to work co-operatively. 

Equality of Participation and Access 

We will endeavour to make the Geography Curriculum accessible to all. 

 

Interculturalism 

Teachers are advised to refer to Intercultural Education in the Primary School - Guidelines for 

Primary Schools which may be downloaded from the School Plan. 

  

Geography lessons are used as an opportunity to help children understand cultural diversity within 

our own school and community e.g. culture of the travelling community, culture of people from 

Eastern Europe. Our Geography Curriculum celebrates difference in addition to promoting cultural 

awareness.  

 

Presentation Senior School is currently taking part in a Comenius project entitled ‘Looking at the 

past to understand the future’, with partners from Spain, Italy, France, Slovakia and Poland. 

Organisational Planning 

Timetable 

In keeping with the recommendations in the Primary School Curriculum Introduction (page 70) a 

minimum of three hours will be allocated to SESE per week. Geography integrates effectively with 

literacy through the development of oral language, use of story for mapping and maths through the 

use of graphs, scales etc.   

 

On occasion, time will be blocked as appropriate. This might occur when: 

 Working on a (integrated) project; 

 Exploring the local environment; 

 Devising and undertaking a local trail; 

 Working on environmental activities linked to An Taisce’s Greenschool Programme. 

Resources and ICT 

Each teacher will be responsible for managing her/his teaching resources. Teachers, particularly 

those teaching the same class standards, are strongly encouraged to plan collaboratively and share 

teaching resources. All teachers are encouraged to share digital resources by making them available 

http://www.ncca.ie/uploadedfiles/publications/intercultural.pdf
http://www.ncca.ie/uploadedfiles/publications/intercultural.pdf
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digitally in the school plan staffsnr.presentationmullingar.ie. Teachers who wish to share digital 

resources with others should email them to or share them with the school secretary (using Google 

Drive) who will in turn upload them to the School Plan. A set of student laptops is timetabled for 

use in all classes. Each teacher has her/his own laptop for downloading teaching resources. All staff 

and children are advised to be familiar with the school’s Internet/Email Acceptable Use Policy. 

 

Health and Safety 

Please refer to our school’s Safety, Health and Welfare Statement available in the School Plan and 

the fieldwork guidelines included in appendix 2 of this document. 

Teachers’ Planning and Reporting 

Each teacher is responsible for preparing the following: 

 Class timetable 

 Long-term plans 

 Short-term plans 

 Monthly Reports 

All teachers are requested to upload copies of these documents to the appropriate Google Drive 

folder which is automatically synchronised with the computer in the secretaries’ office. This 

facilitates a very smooth transition for a class where a substitute teacher is required to replace a 

class-teacher for an extended period. 

 

Each teacher is requested to leave a printed copy of their fortnightly scheme on the desk in their 

classroom which will be made available immediately to a substitute teacher who is covering an 

unexpected absence. 

Staff Development 

The following is promoted to encourage staff members to engage in professional development with 

respect to the teaching of all curricular areas: 

 Attend ongoing teachers’ courses provided by Athlone Education Centre; 

 Attend teachers’ summer courses; 

 Read professional magasines e.g. InTouch, NCCA publications; 

 Download content from the website of the Professional Development Service for Teachers 

(PDST) and avail of support from PDST advisors; 

 Teachers with a particular interest and/or ability with respect to teaching a particular subject 

are encouraged to share best practices with other teachers especially those who require 

additional support e.g. newly qualified teachers. 

The principal and Board of Management in Presentation Senior School are committed to promoting 

and fostering a culture of professional development and sharing of best practices amongst staff-

members.  

http://staffsnr.presentationmullingar.ie/
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Parent/Guardian Involvement 

A copy of Presentation Senior School’s Parents as Partners policy is available in the School Plan 

and on the school website. 

 

The teachers in Presentation Senior School strongly value and encourage appropriate 

parent/guardian participation in teaching and learning. We understand that the potential for student 

learning can be very significantly raised when parents/guardians become interested in the children’s 

learning at school. 

 

All teachers are encouraged to involve parents/guardians in the children’s learning of Geography. 

Strategies such as the following are encouraged: 

 Ask parents/guardians to help their child with Geography homework; 

 Ask parents/guardians to work collaboratively with their child on a Geography project; 

 Invite parents/guardians into the classroom to view Geography projects completed by the 

children; 

 Invite parents/guardians to participate in Geography field trips organised by the class-

teacher; 

 Children and parents from other countries may be invited to share their culture/heritage with 

the children in the school; 

 Children’s digital learning artefacts are shared with parents/guardians via the school website. 

Community Links 

All teachers are encouraged to engage with individuals and organisations in the local 
community to support the children’s learning of Geography. Strategies such as the following 
are encouraged: 

 Use of the local library e.g. photographs, maps etc; 
 Outside speakers to support the implementation of the Geography Curriculum; 
 People in the local community who have an interest and knowledge in the environment may 

be invited to speak to the children; 

 Personnel from Concern/Trocáire/Goal/Fair Trade may be invited to speak with the pupils 

about trade and development issues. 
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 Success Criteria 

It is our aim that the whole school plan for Geography will make a difference to the teaching and 

learning of Geography in our school. We will use the following  criteria to assess the success of this 

plan: 

 Teachers’ preparation is based on this plan; 

 Procedures outlines in this plan are consistently followed throughout the school; 

 Children’s feedback; 

 Teachers’ feedback; 

 Inspectors’ suggestions/feedback; 

 School Self Evaluation (SSE) framework; 

 Review our short term aims after a two year cycle in the plan. 

 

We will also consider if the plan has promoted the following key facets of the Geography 

Curriculum: 

 Geography is about developing a sense of  space and place; 

 Children’s ideas of place and space are used as the starting point; 

 Knowledge and skills are of equal importance; 

 The primary resource for Geography is the environment - local, regional, national, European 

and global; 

 Increased environmental awareness amongst the school population. 

Implementation 

Roles and Responsibilities 

All teachers are responsible for the implementation of the Geography Curriculum in their own 

classrooms.  

Timeframe  

This revised plan will be implemented from September 2015. 

Review 

This Whole School Plan for Geography will be reviewed in 2017 or at an earlier stage if it is deemed 

necessary. Decisions made in relation to the following will be revised: 

 The aspect of the local area 

 The contrasting place in Ireland 

 The European country 

 The non-European country 

Ratification and Communication 

This curriculum plan was ratified by the Board of Management on 13th May 2015. A copy of the 

plan is available in the School Plan which is accessible by all staff and Board of Management 

members in Presentation Senior School. 
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Appendix 1 
 

Third Class 

Strand Strand Unit Sub units 

Human 

Environments 

People living and working in 

the local area 

 People and communities 

 Natural environmental features 
and people 

 Settlement: homes and other 
buildings 

 People at Work 

 Transport and Communications 
 
Local Study: 

Mullingar Post Office 
 
Contrasting Part of Ireland: 

Kilkenny 

People living and working in 

a contrasting part of Ireland 

People and other lands European Country: 

Britain 
Non-European Country: 

Egypt 

County, regional and 

national centres 

 

Natural 

Environments 

The local natural 

environment 

The Canal – Plants and Habitats 

Lands, rivers and seas of 

Ireland 

 

Rocks and soils (Rocks and Soils – covered together in 3rd and 4th 
class content objectives) 

Weather, climate and 

atmosphere 

 Weather Observations 
(Weather and Climate covered in fourth class) 

Planet Earth in Space  

Environmental 

Awareness and 

Care 

Environmental Awareness Similar content to science 

curriculum Caring for the Environment 
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Fourth Class 

Strand Strand Unit Sub units 

Human 

Environments 

People living and working in 

the local area 

Explored under the following 
subunits: 

 People and communities 

 Natural environmental features 
and people 

 Settlement: homes and other 
buildings 

 People at work 

 Transport and Communications 
 
Local Study: 

My Community 
 
Contrasting part of Ireland:  

Dublin 

People living and working in 

a contrasting part of Ireland 

People and other lands European Country: 

Poland 
Non-European Country: 

China 
County, regional and 

national centres 

 

Natural 

Environments 

The local natural 

environment 

 

Lands, rivers and seas of 

Ireland 

 

Rocks and soils (Rocks and Soils – covered together in 3rd and 4th 

class content objectives) 

Weather, climate and 

atmosphere 

 Weather and Climate 
(Weather observations covered in third class) 

Planet Earth in Space  

Environmental 

Awareness and 

Care 

Environmental Awareness Similar content to Science 

curriculum Caring for the Environment 

 
  



 

 13 

 

Fifth Class 

Strand Strand Unit Sub units 

Human 

Environments 

People living and working in 

the local area 

Explored under the following 
subunits: 

 People and communities 

 Natural environmental features 
and people 

 Settlement: homes and other 
buildings 

 People at work 

 Transport and Communications 
 
Local Study 

Mullingar Arts Centre 
 
Contrasting part of Ireland:  

Rossaveel, Co. Galway 
 

People living and working in 

a contrasting part of Ireland 

People and other lands European Country: 

Greece 
Non-European Country: 

Mexico 

County, regional and 

national centres 

 

Trade and development 
issues 

Pick one of those listed below 

 Trade 

 Famine 

 Development and aid 

Natural 

Environments 

The local natural 

environment 

 

Lands, rivers and seas of 

Ireland 

 

Physical features of Europe 
and the world 

 

Rocks and soils  Rocks 
(Soils covered in sixth class) 

Weather, climate and 

atmosphere 

 Weather Observations 

 The atmosphere 
(Weather and climate covered in sixth class) 

Planet Earth in Space  The Earth and the sun 
(The Earth, moon and solar system section covered 
in sixth class) 

Environmental 

Awareness and 

Care 

Environmental Awareness Similar content to Science 

curriculum Caring for the Environment 
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Sixth Class 

Strand Strand Unit Sub units 

Human 

Environments 

People living and working in 

the local area 

Explored under the following 
subunits: 

 People and communities 

 Natural environmental features 
and people 

 Settlement: homes and other 
buildings 

 People at work 

 Transport and Communications 
 
Local Study: 

Industry in Mullingar 
 
Contrasting part of Ireland:  

The Burren, Co. Clare. 
 

People living and working in 

a contrasting part of Ireland 

People and other lands European Country: 

Netherlands 
Non-European Country: 

Nigeria 

County, regional and 

national centres 

 

Trade and development 
issues 

Pick one of those listed below 

 Trade 

 Famine 

 Development and aid 

Natural 

Environments 

The local natural 

environment 

 

Lands, rivers and seas of 

Ireland 

 

Physical features of Europe 
and the world 

 

Rocks and soils  Soils 
(Rocks covered in fifth class) 

Weather, climate and 

atmosphere 

 Weather and Climate 

(Weather observations and the atmosphere covered 
in fifth class) 

Planet Earth in Space  The Earth, moon and solar 
system 

(The Earth and the sun section covered in fifth class) 
Environmental 

Awareness and 

Care 

Environmental Awareness Similar content to Science 

curriculum Caring for the Environment 
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Appendix 2 - Fieldwork 
 
Important Considerations in the undertaking of fieldwork in the primary school:  
Quality:  Creative, careful planning and preparation is essential for fieldwork. It should be a 
meaningful, purposeful and enjoyable experience. 
Sustainability:  Respect for the diversity of environments for our children and for future generations. 
Ref - ‘Take responsibility for our actions and their impact on the environment’ (A Code of Practice, 
Geographical Association, Sheffield, 2000) 
 
Safety First: 

 Permission...principal, class teacher and parents/guardians 

 Organisation.....identifying an area of interest and become thoroughly familiar with the area. 
Conduct the essential background research; decide where and when should the trail take place? 
Pre-visit the sites and plan on-site activities, seek the advice of other teachers and permission to 
go on to sites e.g. graveyards, heritage sites.  Walk the trail and ask someone else to walk the trail 
for you and test it out from the point of view of road safety and other hazards etc. 

 Preparation... make out the trail, and check to make sure that skill development is evident. Ensure 
that the activities are appropriate and that there is adequate supervision for the trail.  Prepare the 
pupils beforehand by ensuring that they have sufficient background knowledge and that they are 
familiar with the rules governing the trail.   

 Implementation ...requirements for the trail, time of departure and time of expected arrival back 
from the trail, first aid requirements, telephone numbers, lunch arrangements, weather 
conditions/contingency plans. 

 Follow-up and Evaluation.... discussion, written reports, project work, art work, computer work, 
completion of trail booklets 

 
Remember: 
Please read pages 78 and 79 of SESE Geography Teacher Guidelines (Department of Education and 
Science, 1999) 
All fieldwork/trails should enable the child to:- 

 Recognise items and features.....which they have encountered in class work or books 

 Observe closely colours, shapes and patterns......providing children with opportunities to draw and 
sketch or to complete an unfinished sketch 

 Listen to sounds from the natural or man-made environment 

 Investigate and carry out simple investigations in the environment 

 Predict and suggest outcomes of an investigation, based on observations 

 Estimate and measure a feature of the environment 

 Collect and record facts and details.....labelling, notices on buildings, street names, road signs, 
advertisements 

 Classify information...looking for particular patterns in the environment 

 Notice instances of change and continuity 

 Develop map-reading skills.....locating places or features 

 Construct simple maps of the local environment 

 Conduct traffic surveys 

 Interview people in the local environment 

 Conduct an environmental audit of the area 

 Conduct a land-use survey 

 Develop co-operative and group working skills 

 Make deductions from available evidence....examining street names 
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Please see the following: 

 SESE Geography Teacher Guidelines - pages 64 to 115   

 SESE History Teacher Guidelines - Exemplar ‘Using the environment’ pages 99 to 103 

 SESE  Science Teacher Guidelines - Exemplars 11 to 17 pages 61 to 79 

Department of Education and Science, 1999 
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Fieldwork - Letter to Parents/Guardians 
 
Dear Parent /Guardian,  
 
As part of the Geography, History and Science curriculum, it is recommended that teachers 
take children out into the local area for fieldtrips and trails. Learning in the child’s own 
environment is a very important part of the Geography, History and Science programmes.  
 
We have decided to include this in our teaching and will occasionally engage in simple 
outdoor activities within walking distance of the school. Outdoor work will be based in areas 
that are accessible for children, teachers and helpers and that are safe. Preliminary visits by 
teachers to the areas will be necessary to identify potential hazards. During practical work 
teachers will be aware of any safety implications that may arise.  
 
We are asking your permission to allow your child to participate in these short walks and trails 
near our school.  
 
Please note that the slip below does not apply to longer trips that require transportation out of 
the town e.g. School tours. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
_______________________ 
Class Teacher 
Presentation Senior School 
 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
I give permission for my child_____________________ to take part in local fieldtrips and 
trails.  
 
 
My child is allergic to the following plants/small animals? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Signed: ______________________ 
Parent/Guardian 

 
 

      

 


